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REGULAR PIQUA CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2023

CALL TO ORDER
Piqua City Commission met at 5:30 p.m. at the Municipal Government Complex in the Commission

Chambers at 201 W Water Street, Piqua, Ohio.

ROLL CALL
Mayor Pearson and Commissioners Hinds, Lee, Grissom, and Vetter were all present.

ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Mayor Pearson to adjourn to Executive Session. The motion was seconded by

Commissioner Lee.

ROLL CALL
Mayor Pearson and Commissioners Hinds, Lee, Grissom, and Vetter were all present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
The Executive Session is to consider confidential information related to economic development as further

defined by Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(8) or as amended.

ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Commissioner Lee to adjourn from Executive Session. Commissioner Vetter

seconded the motion.

PRESENTATION
Shawn Rickert, Director of the Bethany Center, stated that the Bethany Center started in Piqua in 1998 as
a soup kitchen. In 2001 it moved to its current location on South Street. Mr. Rickert named the services
that they have added since it started as a soup kitchen. The Bethany Center has over 300 volunteers in a
year, which contributes to its success. In addition, they receive numerous donations from businesses,
churches, and individuals. The Bethany Center partners with Wilmas Place, which is a cold shelter for
men, but the Wilmas Shelter is a separate 501C3. Shawn spoke about a success story of a resident named
Tony. He looks forward to the continued support of the Bethany Center.

REGULAR PIQUA CITY COMMISSION MEETING

CONSENT AGENDA

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Approval of the Minutes from the August 2, 2023 regular City Commission meeting

A motion was made by Commissioner Hinds to approve the Consent Agenda and Commissioner Lee
seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion was carried unanimously.
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OLD BUSINESS

ORDINANCE NO. 0-6-23 (Tabled)
An ordinance to adopt Chapter 109: Rental Housing Regulations

A motion was made by Commissioner Grissom to un-table O-6-23 and seconded by
Commissioner Lee.

Mayor Pearson asked if there was a motion to postpone 0-6-23. Commissioner Lee made a
motion to postpone 0-6-23 and Commissioner Hinds seconded the motion.

Commissioner Comments:
Kris Lee said the Ordinance will be postponed until the September 51" Commission Meeting.
Before that there will be two listening sessions.

Frank Patrizio said he wanted to make it clear that unless you already have a code violation, you
will be cleared. Kris Lee asked Chris Schmiesing if that is clear in the version of the Rental
Inspection Program listed on the website. Chris Schmiesing said that he just received the latest
change but will make sure it gets on the website. Commissioner Grissom said they definitely
want to see the most updated copy on the website. Mayor Pearson announced that tomorrow,
Wednesday, August 16 at 7:00 pm the first listening session would be held and the second one
would be Wednesday, August 234, Commissioner Lee asked people to come and make
suggestions.

NEW BUSINESS
RESOLUTION NO. R-101-23

A Purchase Order to Koenig Equipment Inc. and Kalida Truck Equipment Inc. for the purchase of a New
John Deere 6145M Cab Tractor and Diamond 25' Boom Mower

Introduction: Brian Brookhart said the purchase of this tractor is to replace the 2001 mower they are
currently using to maintain right-of-way, ditches, bridge embankments and the bike trail. The equipment
will be funded by the Street 101 fund and Utility funds. The new mower will have a longer reach capacity
and this makes for a more efficient and effective operation. The amount requested includes a 5%
contingency. The mower will be delivered in 2024 and will come out of the 2024 budget. Brian also talked
about the warranty that comes with the mower.

Public Comment: Jim Stammen asked if there was more than one bid. Brian responded that this was bid
through the State of Ohio competitive bid process.
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Commissioner Hinds made a motion to approve R-101-23 and Commissioner Grissom seconded the
motion. All approved and the motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 102-23

A resolution authorizing the city manager to enter into a contract with Running G Farms for the
Piqua CDBG abatement and demolition project at 130 S Wayne

Introduction: Chris Schmiesing said this is part of the Community Development Grant and Taylor
Bowsher is here to present the Resolution. Taylor Bowsher said that the City of Piqua received a
Community Development Block Grantin 2021. On July 31, 2023 six bids were received for the abatement
and demolition of 130 S Wayne. The cost will be $52,620 all paid for by the grant.

Commissioner Comments: Commisssioner Grissom asked why the amount was so much less than what
was budgeted. Taylor Bowsher resonded that this is just one, of multiple projects, that was budgeted.

Commissioner Vetter made a motion to approve R-102-23 and Commissioner Grissom seconded the
motion. All commissioners approved and the motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 103-23
A resolution authorizing the acceptance of real estate into the Land Reutilization Program

Introduction: Chris Schmiesing said Taylor Bowsher would present this Resolution. The intent of the
properties in the Land Reutilization Program is to turn them from non productive to productive
properties. Two of the subject properties that are listed in this resolutionare, are currently vacant. These
properties will transfer to Piqua Improvement Corporation who will then transfer the properies to the

adjoining property.

Commissioner Comments: Commissioner Lee asked how many properties are in the land reutilitization
program. Tayor said there were a total of 37. Commissioner Vetter asked if a neighbor has already asked
to take possession of the 11 properties in this resolution. Taylor said yes.

Public Comment: Danielle Drieling said that none of the property addresses were available with the
agenda for the citizens to review. Commissioner Grissom said that would be important. Chris Schmiesing
said that the addresses are listed within the Resolution and he gave detail on each property.
Commissioner Lee pointed out there was lot numbers listed so they could be looked up on the auditors
website, Danielle Drieling pointed out that the only document listed on our website pertaining to this
meeting was the agenda. Paul Oberdorfer said it was a mistake and he'd have it corrected.

Commissioner Vetter made a motion to approve R-103-23 and Commisioner Grissom seconded the
motion. All approved and the motion carrier unamiously.
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PUBLIC COMMENT

Jeff Lange - Spoke about the Riverway Clean up and said the amount of trash they are clearing from the
water is increasing. He said he is amazed by the volunteers and thanked them for volunteering to help
with the clean-up. The most unusual find was a hospital bed.

Eva Silvers - Thanked Kris Lee and other city officials for meeting with her. She thanked the volunteers
who have stepped up to help.

Jeff Grimes - Asked for an update on the vandalism that happened to the restrooms. Paul Oberdorfer
responded and said that someone flushed a large amount of paper towels down all four public
restrooms. A clean-out trap had to be installed on the first floor and the damage cost the city $9,000. Jeff
asked if we have cameras and said the person needs to be criminally charged if we find out who did it. Mr
Grimes said doesn't condone any kind of vandalism.

leff Grimes asked for the cost of the work being done on Market Street. Paul said he'd have it
placed on our website,

Jeff Grimes said there are no PIC financial records for 2020, 2021 or 2022 and the auditor said they
are incomplete.

Mr. Grimes asked why a property was transferred to PIC on 5/18/2022 for $7,600 and then the City
gave it away. The parcel number is N44-00-735,

Jeff Grimes said the city should have compassion and help people for citizens lose their house.
Commissioner Hinds said that she wanted people to know that commissioners sit on Boards so
they can know what's going on and help make decisions. They do care.

Paul Oberdorfer said a lot of the properties that have been acquired by the city go to the neighbors who
have been maintaining them. Commissioner Grissom said that each situation is different, and we look at
each situation individually. Commissioner Lee asked if we could look into the parcel Mr. Grimes was
referring to. Frank Patrizio said that one park, or one area, can account for multiple parcel numbers.

Chris Schmiesing explained the details of the property which Mr. Grimes claimed the City and PIC
purchased and then gave away. The property owed back taxes, and the county conveyed the property to
the City for $1.00. PIC then transferred it. The city never paid $7,600 for it. That transaction was a success
story. Commissioner Hinds compared the Land Reutilization Program to Columbus Ohio’s mow to own
program. Commissioner Grissom agreed that it is positive to the community where we can make these
properties productive again. Commissioner Grissom also recalled a meeting with the Commissioners
where this program was discussed. Commissioner Grissom asked if these properties could be part of the
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